
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 15 August 2017] 

 p2771b-2772a 
Mr Sean L'Estrange; Mr Roger Cook 

 [1] 

PERTH CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL — LEAD CONTAMINATION 
331. Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE to the Minister for Health: 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! Minister for Health, listen to the question, please. 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: Given the public health implications of the thermostatic mixing valves and assembly 
boxes, can the minister update the house on — 
(1) Where are these TMVs and assembly boxes manufactured? 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I call the Minister for Tourism and the Minister for Water both to order for the first time. 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: To continue — 
(2) Are the TMVs and assembly boxes found in any other hospitals or public buildings in WA; and, if so, 

how many? 
(3) Has the minister begun testing for lead in these buildings to ensure that Western Australians have not 

been exposed to any lead? 
Mr R.H. Cook: Sorry, member, could you ask the second part of the question again? Just the second point, thanks, 
member. 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: The third question links to the second. I will ask them both. 
(2) Are the TMVs and assembly boxes found in any other hospitals or public buildings in WA; and, if so, 

how many? 
(3) Has the minister begun testing for lead in these buildings to ensure that Western Australians have not 

been exposed to any lead? 

Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
(1)–(3) I thank the member for the question; it is important and one into which, given that the assembly boxes 

were installed on the previous government’s watch, members opposite might have some insight. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: What are you doing about the lead now? 
Mr R.H. COOK: I have told the member what we are doing about the lead now. The opposition has dedicated 
five questions to it. Methinks that what the opposition probably has here is the makings of a matter of public 
interest—hang on, we are not doing the MPI on that today. It must be someone else’s turn to do the MPI. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Minister for Health, will you answer questions through the Chair, please. 
Mr R.H. COOK: In relation to the question, what I can confirm is that the Chief Health Officer has gone in and 
done a significant amount of work identifying the source of the lead and the points that that lead contamination 
was likely to be coming from. From that perspective, that is the point we have got to, as I think I have repeated 
myself in answering five different questions on five different occasions today; that is to say that we now know 
where the lead contamination is coming from. I will provide more information to the house in the coming weeks 
about what now is the work program to rectify that, because what we will obviously do is go into those assembly 
boxes that are producing the highest lead readouts, and we will replace those, and from there we will start getting 
cumulatively better outcomes in terms of lead, and I hope ultimately we will have a regime that the Chief Health 
Officer is satisfied with. I wonder whether the member consulted John Holland itself in relation to constructing 
these questions. Is that true? 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: We read your report. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, from both sides. Minister, talk through the Chair; otherwise, you can take the 
interjections as they come. 
Mr R.H. COOK: If the opposition had paid much better attention and actually read reports prior to losing office, 
we may not be in the mess we find ourselves in now. Perhaps if members opposite had read reports when they 
were ministers of the Crown, the taxpayers would not be on the hook for these ongoing issues. 
Dr M.D. Nahan: This is an important issue. 
Mr R.H. COOK: It is an important issue, Leader of the Opposition; it is one that we hoped the member had got 
his head around when he was the minister with oversight of this project before it went so disastrously wrong. The 
Chief Health Officer has gone in and provided some clarity for a change. 
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Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I said that I will let interjections go, but not speaking over the person 
on their feet. I call you to order for the second time. Minister, can you get to the answer, or have you finished? 
Mr R.H. COOK: That is enough, thanks, Mr Speaker. 
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